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Functional Mental Disability

Initial Referral

(or when first looking at this category if a re-eval.)
Evaluation Pieces

Hearing & Vision Screenings (these should have been done prior to the referral being 

accepted & followed-up if any were failed.  Copies of the screenings and any 

follow-ups should be sent to the school psychologist along with the referral & 

evaluation folder)

Social/Developmental History

2 Behavior Observations (look at adaptive/self-help skills, academic skills, etc.)

Woodcock-Johnson-3 (If they can’t earn any points on the WJ-3, try -Braken Basic 

Concept Scales (ages 3-6 yrs, 11 months) & there are early reading, math, and 

writing tests  (check out from psychologist)

-if student is unable to take formal assessments, use informal academic assessment or have the teacher to list a summary of student’s academic skills

Curriculum/Performance Based Assessment/Vocational Survey 

(do curriculum part in weak areas only)

Intelligence Test

Adaptive Behavior (Use full Vineland-II) – Teacher typically completes
Adaptive Summary-Parent Form
Communication Screening-Speech/Language evaluation (consult with speech 
pathologist on this)

Occupational Therapy Evaluation & or Physical Therapy Evaluation if they are related 

services or concerns

If the student is very low functioning, then the following subtests of the Woodcock-Johnson Tests of Achievement- 3rd Ed. may be the best subtests to try to administer:

#1 -   Letter-Word Identification
#5 -   Calculation (This may be too difficult.  If they can not solve any problems such as 2+1 on 

their own, then do not administer.)

#7 -   Spelling
#9 -   Passage Comprehension
#10 - Applied Problems
#11 - Writing Samples  (This may be too difficult.  If they can not write their name or any 

words independently, then do not administer.)

#13 - Word Attack
#18 - Quantitative Concepts
Of course, if the student is able to perform on other subtests, go ahead and give those that will give a good assessment of their skills.
Functional Mental Disability

Re-evaluation
Evaluation Pieces

Hearing & Vision Screenings if these areas were a concern 

Social/Developmental History Update (Complete a full one if one is not on file)

2 Behavior Observations (look at adaptive/self-help skills, academic skills, etc.) OR 

Informal Observational Data (may use a combination the following types of 


info. (need 2 pieces of input): progress monitoring data, anecdotal 


notes, or documented input about student performance – 

For example, Curriculum Based Assessment/Vocational Form with 

  two different teachers commenting on performance (counts as 2) or 

  teacher input on the informal observation form on two different days 

  (counts as 2)

Woodcock-Johnson-3 (If too low for the WJ-3, give the informal academic assessment or 

have the teacher to list a summary of their academic skills)

Curriculum/Performance Based Assessment/Vocational Survey 

(do curriculum part in weak areas only)

No Intelligence Test if 2 consistent IQ tests on separate assessments.  

Consistent scores means:

   
  -Two scores are within 11 points using the same cognitive measure (e.g.  

WISC-III/IV Full Scale to WISC Full Scale, etc.)  OR
  -Two composite scores overlap using the ability range on different IQ tests 
(e.g. WISC Full Scale to DAS General Conceptual Ability score) OR
  -Two scores both fall between 56 and 70 (mildly delayed range)  OR
  -Two scores are both 55 and/or below (functionally delayed range)  OR

  -No scores are available due to an inability to complete a cognitive assessment due to 

    
cognitive limitations.
Adaptive Summary (if had a full adaptive scale in the past) - Teacher typically completes
Adaptive Summary-Parent Form
Speech/Language, Occupational Therapy Evaluation & or Physical Therapy Evaluation if 

they are related services or concerns

If the student is very low functioning, then the following subtests of the Woodcock-Johnson Tests of Achievement- 3rd Ed. may be the best subtests to try to administer:

#1 -   Letter-Word Identification


#7 -  Spelling
#5 -   Calculation (If they can not solve any problems such as 2+1 on their own, then do not administer.)

#9 -   Passage Comprehension


#10 - Applied Problems
#11 - Writing Samples  (If they can not write their name or any words on own, then do not administer.)

#13 - Word Attack




#18 - Quantitative Concepts

